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PROPHETS AT
CHRISTMAS ..

“This cnild is set for the
£all and rising again of mary
in lerael; and for 8 sign which
shall be spoken against.” The
old prophet $ime9n made
tnis prophecy duving the
Christmas season In regard o
our ndant oSavior JesUS.
OnAne same line of falling and
rising, the prophet Jerernian
was told to"root out, pull down,
desirey and throw down’”
before planting and building.
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Lurne e was in & position ok

“throwing dowmr’ when ne wrote
s 95 Unewms.

in My own minisity 1| nave
discovered a similar pattecn,
Naturally,as a resuit of thig,
inave Deen spoken against. in
a sense the ministty of the
Monarch paper has veen to
build and plant. lepjoy it most
necavse W builds not destroys.

On January 1¥ 1wl start my
tenth year of full time minisTy
living by £aith, Ik may be that
this next year cur God will
Nave me de more planting ang
buitding,

MERRY
CHRISTMAS

1 greatly aepreciate all the
nice letwers 8§ encouragement
from all my friends. May the
Christmas season and alwavy s
find vou Saying as Mary did,
“My soul dotr magnify the
lord and my Spirit doth rejeice
n Gogd my Savior.
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We're planning 1o enioy
Chiristmas thoroughly this
vear. YOou may be aware
there are many Christians
who, for 8 variety of veasons,
refuse to Celebrate the holiday.
We respect their decision
to do so bot aftter study-
ing its origing and its mean
ing we nave decided t &
gocd and wholesome to gbo-
seryve the bitth of lesus
Christ on December ZH™ and
te Nave great joy doing it.
apo AT CHH’\S'-;’;S\,

SOME ——
CHRISTIANSG ,ﬂ%;—_il
ARE MAD AT { ’Q:':.r;‘:“l\
CHRISTMAS
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We‘ve enjoyed tracing
its celebration from e
beginning 1o present day
and we think Anal any-
one who does so will find
himsel§ (or nerself ) eyven move
ympressed by the day and
what if represents, Actually
the Dirth of (nNeist wasn't
officially celebrated by the
church undil the middle
of the {ourth century and Ane
holiday was not lawful in
Massachusetts until a=s
recently as I856. One of
the biggest complaints about
Christmas s s supposed
PagQan origin, another is
1tnat Jesws was not bornm
on December 25W, X we
give it up Decavse we be-
fieved 1t Yo De pagan n o;—l
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MERRY CHRISTIMAS .

igén we would have o give W
everything from democvacy to
throwing rice at weddings,
And 1t seems theve is no rea)
way to tell what day Jesus

LCYURCH Coumeaic 3686 A.ﬁ.‘:’l

BROTHERS, INSTEAD oF SENVING
f THOSE oF OTHER RELIGidus PERSUMSIONS
THEIR WINTER FESTIVALS LETS ST4RT
ONE @F DQUR oWN. THAT THEY (AN uNDER-

R PEALE ON EARTH AND
- Goobl wiku

Was oL STAND AND ENIOY wWITH Us
THE BIBLE
DAYS, A
“BE
< Con- |8

VINCED W is possible that 1ne
I~ Churen Fathers chose Ve
Yo:ﬂ Winter is a darw and cember 25% to be celebrated.
M dreary time and men have &5 the day of Jesus birty
MIND, nad winter festivals since In order nol to cause unduye

- T————— R

Romans - 14:% reads, "One
man reqards one day above
anctner, anctneyr regard<s
every day alike . Let each
man be fully convinked n
H1S OWN MIND. * He who
ovserves ihe day ocvoerves
it for ne lovd... *Therefore
let uvs not judge one anotherx
any more, but rather deter-
mine this— neot to put an
obstacle or stumbling nlock
ina brotners way.”

Noaw this passage was
written long before the
observance of Christmas
but the princinie nolds true
for any day. 1§ you wany 1o
celebrate -~ o, if you donwvy ~
don' t. Bul be fully convinced
in your own mind and don'w
jud.ge others for iheir inner
convictions,

While we're 1talking about
Celebrating and having a
JoYous time remember that
ar the wedding feasat inm
Cana Jesus addea to the
jov of the occasion by pro-
viding wine for the guests
after that provided by the
host had run out.

So much for our aside
We personally regard
Christmas as the birth of
Jesus Christ, our Lord and
Savior, and celevorate it as
SuCh, with the effory +o
pring peace and good will
1o all men. Of course this
shovid be an eyery day
occurance byt a sSeason
of special rejoicing S not
necessarily a8 bad thing.
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the beginning of recorded
history, December 25™ 15 avouy
ine date of tThe winter
soletice. 1t 15 3 time when
we begin 1o ook forward
10 spring. The sun g Jvst
beginning ws “Yvrebirtin'
Man realized this eariy
in history and celebrated
it accordingly.

vin! Gooo!
LETS HavyMm
RAie PARTY!

Slvess on all the followers
0% pagan cults who now
found themselves a par Cof
Ane Chnristian religion,

Rather thanm put 3 halt 4o
the winter festiivals <ney
were replaced with Christmas
Now instead of celevrating
the birth of the Unconqueted
Sun alt ceuld be tauvghit to
celebrate 1he Dirtn of the
xrue Son of Rightecuveness
Jesus Christ (Mat. 4:3),

MMM, SUN DIAL €AY
DAYS (rET LON&ER
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. A /ROW DID _a
CHRISTMAS START?

As we said eaviier the
Church did not celebrate
Jesue’ birthday until 4he
middie of the fourih cewt-
ury. Christianity was made
1he state religion of the Reman
Empive at this time. Pevsecution
was aver; the 1ables were
turning. There were many
Romans who were loyal o
the Persian God Mithras
Mithraism was a cuit that
had many paraliels o Christ
ianity and was quite popular
at this time, The bt of
Miknras was celebrated on
December 28¥ This was also
1he day the Dirth of the
Unconquered Sun was obsecved
Added %o this the Jews had
one of thew most popular
feasts, the Feast of Dedicavion
of the Temple, commemorating
its Cleansing after ks profan-
ation i the second century
B.C. Alsc the Roman Satutn-
alia, a feast to the God o
Agricuiture was celebratea
irom December [T throuvan
Janvary |

1CHURCA CounciL 350 A D7

P OBJECT! THOLE FepsTs ARE TERRIGLL

WE Pory WANT TO IDENT\FY THEM
WITH OUR WAY OF TRUTHI

M3ny argue though that
the leaders of tve Church
would not have been an-
Xious to relate Christianily
o much of what was
considered worst in the
Pagan cults (the feasts at
this tme were very racous
and carried 410 excess).
Also, birtdays were nok
celebrated by Christians
or Jews at this time, rather
the deatns of saints anda
mar lyrs were observed, the
reasoning veing +nha4 ax
birth no one krnew what
hfe would bring but at
dealh a persons life was
establisned. Until this
time the death and ve-
Surrection of Jesus were
the high pointe of the
Chnristian vear,

A7 1S DECEMBER 25

¢ L IESUY BIRTHDAY?
(2 the 25t of December

1he correct day 1o celebrate

e birth of Jesous? The Bible
and history both shed very




little light on this question.
it may De incorrect dut
it will most lkely continue
to be observedon this day
by most of the world (save
our Greek and Armenian
friends who celebrate Jan.b),
By the fourth ceniury some
had been observing the event
on the folowing days: Jan. 6,
Feb,2, March 25, April 19, May
20 and Nov.i7 (at this time
there werve five different
systems of reckoning time).

Finally after the matter
was investigated oy Julive I
(Pope or Bishop of Rorme from
337-3%72), December 25" was
set as the most probable
Time_ Later authovities sex
the date at Jan.\, March2l,
March 20, April O, or Sept. 20
S0 you See thare Nas never
been total agreement as
10 what day Jesus was
really bovn.

The 258™ of DPecembver has
been defended in a number
of waye. Shortly atter this
date was established tne
Lollowing xhree Yeasons were
presented in 3 sermon A%
Antioch by the drendishoo
at Constantinopie

. The festival spread so

vapidly it must be true,

2. 1 was given 10 the world

oy those living in Rome who
nad access to the public
pooks in whith the censuy
wn Luke 15 mentioned (L2Y)

3, The date could De deduced

from the day Zacharias,
as High Priest made nisg
annval entrance inko tne
Howy of NADVes,

(The 1rouble witn this 1ast line
of vreasoning is that Zachavxias
wase not the High Priest and
therefore the exact dav of
his entry into the temple
cannot De wnaw

The birth of Christ was
also tied to creation.
Through a rational(?) line of
reasoning it was cdecided
that God created the

mERRY CHRISTIIAS !/

worid during the man‘.th
of December The reasoning
goes that if the physical
light of +tne worid was
Created at thig time 1then
at 1hio time the spiritual
light of the world must ais50
have been bDrought to TMan

The stories of the origin
of the Christmas Holiday isel
and ihe origin of many of . t1he
traditions hat go along with
ik are fascinating. Many of
the cuatoms, though claimed
tc be pagan in orvain, an be
Traced %o lewisn tradition,
from the bringing in and
decorating of doodly trees
(lev. 23:40) 10 tne exchanging
of qit1s (Esther 9.22),

We haven't attemptea in
this article 1o prove ov dis-
Prove that Jesus was vorn
On 1he 25 %W of December,
nor have we altempted o
protect tne day from Pagan ih
fluence, We have tried o
awe you a little enlighten-
ment about its origin and
We nope we've encovraged
vou to feel free o veyoke
with us this holiday <eason.

Becavse of 4the [achs
avout Chrigtmas and +the
many legitimale quesitions
avout 1ts auvthenticity there
have Deen times
the Howday was ovilawed oy
xhe Churc. The resolts were
disasterocvs, The Purvians did
it 0 England \n &4,
cavsing riots in the dtreets
and imerisonment of pasiors
and whole congregartions
whe decided they would
celebrate ary Now.

WwWe believe the davy \s
nere te stay and we hope
you can ail enter \nio
ine oy and enjovyment of
t Tolly,

in history when

Unfoartunately i is wvsually
the Christians who are seeking
the hardest Yo do what s
right that §finag fault wih
Christmas. There are many
questions about the holday and
we haver't Covered Yhem all
Bul because of the questions
many look on Decempe 250
with less than joy ™
iheir nheacts.

The question 18 not one of
Trutn and ervor bul rathney
of law and grace. If we weve
a1ill under law we wouvld
have to do everything exactly
according Yo e dictates
and of course lhere would pe
ne Christmas at all. But we
are no langer under law vt
vndey grace {(Rom 6:14415, Gal.
519 and & miriad of other vevsesh

To know Jesus Ccamen the
f1esh 39 a baby gives us
a tremendous hope and we
feel that Chrisimas is mainky
a time of hope. If we celebrate
his birthday on any other
day vt December 25t tne
world would wonder ™“what
in the world”we were doing
and it woauld no doubt be a
very Poor witness to them,

Ratner we shouid enjoy
Ane Sreedeom Jesus has
brovght us and celebrate
1nis Cnristmas to s fullesy
in 3 true spirilt of iove and
with foll underatandihg ot
whati we are doing and why
we are doimng it

We love you and wish vou
the mevriest of Cneistrases
angd the mest joyous of New
Yeare.
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