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ADVENTURE ... FOM.... EXCITEMENT. .. .. PETER PAN WAS
WNYOLVED N 7 AL,  “TRE ol ThING HE DIDN'T Do WAS
GROW ove!
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"How old are you ?”

"1 don't know, ” he veplied
uneasily, “but 1 am quite vyoung
.. 1 ran away the davy 1 was
porn.

"1t was because 1 heard father
and mother,” he explained in
a ‘ow voice, " ta\king about
what 1 was 1o be when 1
became a man.’ He was
extraovdinarily agiiated now.

PETER PAN

writing this months article.
It occurved 1o Me that the
prospect of arowing Up and
taking on responsibility w a.
frightening one to many people,
Then it occurred to me Ahat
many Christians are living out
1he same comic tragic tole as
Peter.

Those of U5 With adveniuresome
spwiks long to be free. We

"1 domt want evetr 1o be a man,” want to explove, o know, to

ne $3id wikh passion. “1 want
always Lo e a little poy and
1o haye fun.  So 1 ran away
1o Kensington Gardens and
lived 3 long -time among ihe

(a\\'l'eﬁ . “ @

HAVE CHRISTIANG
INVENTED ‘0
THEORIES \\i\
LIKE THE 7o
"RAPTURE" IN ORDER TO
AVOID THINKING ABOLT
GROWING UP ?

In case you're a tittle rosty
when & comes 1o children's
literakoure, what you st vead
Was 3 quote from “Peter Pan’
by. James M Barre,

Okay, whai's Peter Pan
downg in the “Monarch” of all
places?  Well, Petec was, voull
remembey;, the ltie oy whe
decided 1o nevetr Qvow UP.
He went from one great adven-
1ure 1o Ahe next : kitlng
pivates, Sighting off \ndians,
fiying freely all over Never
Never Land. He made 0o
commitments 1o anyone but
himeels and forgot s friends
as soon 3s they weve out of
signt .

WHEN PETER
COULDN'T

AANDLE ,
™INGS ¥ 2 '
JUST “FLEW AWAY.”

Alinough Peter engaged n
plenty of high adverture he
was, oyer all, a rather tragic
figure. He had no posikive
aun Or purpose, only an avowed
determination 16 nNevet grow up.

o
D

1 thought of Peter Pan asl
was studying Dave's tape, "Sons
of God " in preparation for
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expevience. We want our cake
and we want to eat it too.
And why not?  Why should
we have to pay a price Hor
enjoyment 2 Why is it that we
have 1o face ihe prospect that
once we eat our cake 1's gone
Forevey and will nevex De agamn.

1 are me P
| CAXE .. Now/ |

Surely God has some Detter
way planned for v5. There has
10 be 3 Way for us to be Sree
10 come and go as we please
and not have 10 pay the pwpey
Responsibitity ! Who wants
responsibility 7 That sounds
too heavy, 100 harg, W <ramps
our siyle. After all, Jesos
53id His voke is easy and His
burden is light. Right? Right!

GROWIN(
UP MEANS X
TAKING ON —=R
RESPONSIBILITY

Whnen we float back down 1o
earih and do some seriovs Soul
searching we vealize that hies

responsibitily,  True freedom
is a result of Maturity., A
baby et free in 3 forest faces
certain death from exposure,
hunger or wild animals. Ye's
not. vready for Arzedom and it
will only end in tragedy. On
the other nand, a trained woods
man coold explore and enjoy
nimeelf immensely in the
ihickest jungle. He's learned
now 1o be Rree. He's
committed himself to learn
ihe ways of the jungle and
knows He's responsible for s
own welkare.

7= greatest pleasures & adventores
’@ 7 SN result from commtment and
1 =

fP(m
SC'[IO or,
OF

LETS LEARN

' n a ‘h'ke manney, life can
Kill you if vou've not properly
prepared for ik. 1I'm appalled
at how many Christians wWank
to die.  Thev're actually
looking forward to deatn .
Wy ¢ Because they Navent
learngd how 1o live. No one
can live a3 Never Never land
forever like Peter Pan does.

We're living in a real werld
and in order 4o find Tolfiltmeny
" this world we've got 1o plug
n 1o the One who made 1%
all and lezarn from Ham  how &
Works and how wWe Can wWorw
with ik,  We've had enough
of qoing the way of all flesh
We wank some of tha% abon-
dank \ife Jesus talked avout
Cdonm \0:0), =

NEVER
NEVER =
LAND ?
A NICE PLACE TO ViaiT ®ul

1 WOULDN'T WANT 1O LWE
THERE .

For many Christians, {heir
church has became thew Never
Nevey Land. s a place
where they can escape a few
times 3 week and hear fabulous
Lales OfF how 1k once was of
how & ouvgnt to be. They're
envapturead for a few mMmoments
but often forget the sermon
before +they shake the pastor'’s
hand on the way out the doox.
They neyer learn how 1O gvow
up and live In a real world
with teal troubles, drials and
Aribulations,

OUR LESSON
15 ABOLT
BECOMING
A MATORE SON of GOD,

Thats what our lesson s
aboul this monin.... growing
up, becoming 3 Matyre son
(ox daoghtes) of God. We |
nave some Bible study mateqial
for you that we dont beheve




is available anywhexe e\se.
Orce you seet, it will all fai
nto Place so 1ogically wov
won't help but be 3ble o
undersiand. -Trus lesson s
aoing to hel vou grow LP
and lzarn 10 lwe vight heye
in this tremendous, wondev4ul,

Srightening, mean, pravtiful world.

CHECK
OVUT OLR
CRART!

Firgt, take a ‘ook at our
chact. You'll see 1nat -U'senz
are Sour levels of maturity

speken of in Xhe new Te stament.

We wenk o tne Greek texk
and found there are -Toqr
different (reek Worgs W0 the
New Testament that ouvr
qransiatoes have 3l Aransiated
as son or child, These four
Words all mean “son” but €ach
one rekers 1o 3 son 0 a
ditSerent stage of growin.

THE TErRM  uimd
‘6ONS of (GOD -

HAS MORE TN T &
ONE MEANING =L
IN THE ORIGINAL GREEX.

So, when {he term Sons o
God~ s used inthe New Test
amend” it may be referting 1o
an immature son, 3n adolescent
son or 3 fully manikested son,
Seeing the difference sheds
whole new light on scripture.

Tl-\'\ﬁ 16 1 :xeu:n fuea‘.__no l
EY,CLU‘D\\/E ‘L‘i EACH TH,
INFORMATION.

for mnstance, take Romans
g4 -lb, 1K veads like this,
““for 35 many as$ are ‘ed by
ihe Sewit of God thev ace
the sons of God. ™ For we

PETE R PAN

RIGHT NOW
WE'RE GODS &
TEENAGER'S (TCKNONS)

n verse & tne Greew wovd s
HUIYS . which means n this
case a Sully manifested son,
That makes sense vecavse 1o
be led by the Spint o pbe
mature. BuUt N yverse &
the Greek term for children
s TEENQN which s the
equivalent of our word teen-
aoes ot adolescenty. We are
Gods teenaqers vight now.

WE HAVE
SOME

GROWING UP
10 ©O!

: ﬁ.\!”
|

Doesn't A3t make sense ?
We're Goad's children (TEKNONS)
but We have some growing up
1o do before we become His
fully manifest sons (RUIOS),
we're on the way but we're
not theve vet.

The four Greek wWords trans-
lated varwously son, maiden &
child are PADIQN, PALS, TEKNON
and HUIQS.  PAIPION means
baby or inkant. PAIS means
young child, TEKNON means
adolescent and HBIO 4 means
son. HOIOS sometimes refevs

10 a son in any stage of growtnh
but often means a mature son,

PAIDION

IT WON'T

D A‘ s ) B_E.O(an_EK
T& K NQN ANY MORE.
HUIGS

We'll 1alk about au four words
and you'll see how thew vsage
in the Bible wally helps vs
understand our maluring proess,

PAIDI) PAL

We've grouped these two
togetner vecauvse they botn
geal with children 12 years
o\d or under.  PAIPIGN being
babvies, PAIY being 1oadlers
angd up. We've put refevences
in our chart that show this is
mdked Now they ave used in
the Bivle.

PAIDION
MEANS

The one reference that doesn't
seem To Sit unkil you onNdersiand
Just what Mesus was saying s
Jonn 208, Jesys was calling+o
His disciples, 1 was sShoritly
af1er His resurrection (which
they didnt seem 0 undersiand),
They really seemed to be ata

% You B

have nol received the opivit
of bondage again 1o fear,
but we haye secewed the
Spiril ok adoplion, where by
we cry Abba Father. '* The
Spint itsel vearetn witness
with our spwik, that we are
the children of God.”

YOU

7P
'@

e the Judge

Heve's a simple wavy
1o tell st how mature

are. Al you have

10 do i5 answer thie one
\little opestion....

Do I vee octhers to
meet my needs? Or do
1 allow myselt to be
voeed to meet ofthers needs?
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PETER PAN

SONS @i

ARANSITION - RESPONSIBILITY - MATURITY
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PAIDION PATS

BABY CHILD

MOTHER'S RESPONSIBILITY -

CIRCUMCISION - LUKE 1159 - 8™ DAY

BADY CHILD 1T
INFANT - T0DPLER %
NO RULES YOUNGSTER (i Z
NOT RESPONOVBAL PRE-SCHODL\(

L ELEMENTARY I

MATS, 2:89 14, (13,\4
12:2-3 5 10:93

JOHN 3:3-§

LUKE 1:50 - CIRCUMCISE

JOHN 21:5- AN MEAT ?

f

LAW or MOSES %

seIvt

GON of GOD - MATI.26:64; MARK 14:62; JOHN 20:34
LUKE 22:70; JORN 9:37

PASSOVER




veTER PAN

SOINIS

of GO

TRANSITION - RESPONSGIBILITY - MATURITY

T$SKNON

ADOLESCENT
1 3OHN 3:1-2

HUIO S

SON (reB.2:10)

GAL.4:5; ROM.8:23, EPN. I-5

<« FATHER'S RESDONGIBILATY »

poif——

OWN RESPONSISILITY
AnD

RESPONGIBLE FOR OTUERS

BAR MITZVAH - LOKE 243
A3 YEARS (12)

MARRIAGE

ADOLESCENT
TEENAGER
JUNIOR HiGK
Al SCAODL
APPRENTICE
TRADE SCA00L
ADVANCED seanDLu

SON
DESCENDANT
OFFSPRING

50ME [S £,
ADVANL&D SChoBLS ""l"\:‘.

MATT, 23:37 . GATHER
MARK 1024 - R\CUES
LUKE 15:31-ELDER soN
LUKE 16°26- RICW MAN

LAZARLS ..
JOHUN 1112 -POWNER e RECOME

EPH
LCOR, 4:{4 - WARN (OU HEB. 2:10
GAL.4:10-DESIRE. LAW
GOSPEL OF GOSPEL ©OF
C\RCOUOMCISION LUNCYRCUMCASION
SOLL BOOY
SON of DAVID - MIRACLES GON 05 MAN
PENTECOST TABERNACLES
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Wes 3s 1o know what Yo do
Jesus Was gene, they had no
direckion. So Peter decided

he was Qoing fshing.

The Holy Spirik had not vyet
come. As Sar as epwritual
maturity qoes, these guys
were bavies, PAIDIONS, and
{hats what Jesus called “hem.
They were out in thew boat,
not catching a thing, Jesus
was on shore and called 1o them
" PAIDIQONS, do vou have any
meat ?*  Now this (s really
Kind of comical. The situatien,
Jesos’ chowe of words - He knew
1hat 3t that pont they couldn't
be held responsible for thew
acts. He wnew they had no

meat wn the Spivilual or prwaal

He didn't reprimand them. Who
would eyer 9pank 3 baby that
cant even St up or control s
bowels 2 No one!  Jesus only
qgave trem encouragement because
He knew their siate of matority.

GOD DOESNT

TREAT ALL
K15 CRILDREN

THE SAME . ‘

Thal's why same Chrnistiang
can get away with things and
others can'k., Some are at e
PAWION stage and others have
matored to the PAV% or TEKNOW
stage. Toddlers ofien aget
reprimanded for things that
babies get away with. With
matyrity comes vesponsibility.

TEKNON

This 14 N0 doubt the most
frustrating stage of growthn
both in the physical and In our
spiritual development. Teen:
agers aren't quite adolts bot
they ‘'re not little kids eithet
They qget rues piled on them
ong day, taken of4 the next and
repiled the following day. They
resent being a child but they're

30

PETER AN

not yet capable of taking on
the responsibitily 0f adultnood.

in tne PAIDION stage there is
no law. Bavies can do any-
thing and get away with it.
AL the PAIS stage the law is
laid down siraight and simple--
Don't qo out of the vard! Dont
touch the stove! Don't!
Don't! Don't!

At the TeKNON stage the
law s in shambles. One day
it's in egffect, the next day
it ven't, Parents are as
anxiops for the child to grow
vp as the child is. They let
him experiment with his
freedom but slap the rules
back on when he takes
advantage of thexw good will,
's a very upsetting time,

TUE PAS HAS
NO LAW...THE
PAWION 1S :
UNDER STRACT LAWS. -
ML THE TEKNON

\axe 16 UNDER LAW

ONE DAY -0OLUT

TWE NEXT - AND
™EN UNDER AGAN.

We belieye most of vs are
vight now in this TEXKNON stage
of arowihn.  John says in his
epistie, "Behold what manner
of love the Fatheyr hatn be-
stowed on us, that we shopld
be called the sons (TEKNQNS
of God; Therefore the world
knoweth Ls not, becavse %
knew Him not. Beloved, now
are we the TEKNONS of God,
and it doth not vet appeav
what we shall be, but we
Know that whnen He shall
appear, we shail be like Him
Sox we shall see Him as He 1%,

| CON
yeesu!

TeENAGERS R
ANbe 2\
CRALLENNG THE RULES,
Right now we're n an
apprenticesnip. We're learn-

ng oor Fatner’'s ways, Some
o%f Ls like the protection and
safety of the law (Gal. 4:19).
Otners are trving to step out
of ithe law before ihey 're

ready.

“HE LAW 15 0UR S(doot MAsTER

BUT... GOME

CARISTIANS

FIND FALSE ¥

SELURITY IN T WHILE

.2, OTHERS WANT
X O LEAVE \T

PEFORE THENRE

L]

I we all Knew for sure what
direction we were heading-it
would help. A teenager with
some goal or direction sure
avoids a lot of the Piksalls
ot life. We're going to Scoot
out of the TeKNON stage now
(at least in this article) and
1atk abouvt HUIQS.

HOIQS
A

Our main goal as Christians
% 1o gtow up and be mature
sone (WLHQS) of God. Now in
{he physical reaim we don't
ever haye €o mention growwng
up 36 3 goal. Growing LD
comes naturally. Bout, like
Peter Pan, 1 think many
Christians ran away the day
they were born (born again) to
play with the faires.

In order to grow UP we have
to come out from under the
law. i the [aw 15 removed
before we've veady it can be
plenty dangecous. A teendger
is not allowed to drive 3 car by
himself until he's had
mstrocuions and passed a
driving test. Thats a \aw
and wt's a good law at that,
and may it never be vepealed,
But once he's passed the test

ne doesn't need that law any
more . It's for the next guy

‘hat comee along, not um |
K's passed away with the vpsing
(Co\.2:22). God has given us
laws that help us attawn



spiwitual and mental matunty,
But, like the rutes and laws we
mete opt to our children we
find that we can't be kept ondexr
fovreverx.

RULES § LAWS
CHRANGE AS
WE MATURE.

For example, a3 toddler s tod
1o NEVER, NEVER touch the stove.
Why 2 Because it might be
hot oF there might be a pan of
scalding water on it that he
could zasily tip Over. He's not
yet coordinated enough or matuwe
enouah to deal with these’
dangers 40 we tell him NEVER
AoucH “THE STOVE.

L\TTLE
CAILDRE.N
(PAY)

HAVE STRICT
STRAIGHRT FORWARD RuLES,

But now the kid's =ixteen
years old. You want to qo
away for the weexend and he
wants to stay home. He has
1o eat. That rule he onge had
“NEVER WOULH” s repealed
because nNow he €an recognite
fire or 3 hot pan (we Yope).
And he can vse that apphance
that was once entirely off
limits to help sustan him and
giye him nouvrishment and pleasure.

TEENAGERS
HAVE MORE

COMPLICATED
RULES.

“Have ve not read what David
did when he was an hongeved
and they that were with hm;
How he entered into the house
of God and did eat the shew-
bread, which was not lawful for
him 10 eat, neither for them
which were with him, bot only
for the priestea ©  Or haye ye
not read in the 1aw, how thaton
the sapbatih days the priests
in the temple profane the
sabbath, and are blameless ?"
(Matt. 12:3-58). That's Jesus
himself talking. What's He
saying ?  Just what we've been

PETER PAN

saving, There's a time 4o law
and a time when s 10 be
vepealed.

KING DAVID ™S
g T
NOSES LAW.

We are not advocating amarchy,
We are not s3ying 1he law is no
qocod or that theve’s no need for
it. What we are saying s that
weZ mMmust grow up and become
mature encugh to know how ts
operate n the freedom and
lberty Jesus Chnvist brought

us.
Our obigct s NOL Lo \eave

ithe \aw but 1o \earn 1o operate

wittun the fruit of the Spirit
wnich 1s love, jov, peace, lo0g-
suffering, qentieness, goodness
faith, meekness, temperance;
and against such there 16 No
law (Gal.5:22,23),

COLTIVATE (e
1ME FRUT ©

God sent Jesus 1o redeem us
that we might recieve the
adoption of sons (HUIQ4)-Gal.4:6.
He blotted oot the handwriting
of ordinances that was against
us, which was contrary 10 us,
and ook it out Of the way,
nailing it Xo Wis cross (Cob2:\).

"Our old man 15 Crucried
win Him , that this body of
sin migni be destroved, that
hence fordh we should not sevve
sin!"(Rom 6:6). "For 1 was aue
witnout the law once;, but
when the commandment came,
sin revived, and I died.” (Rom.7q)

"So when this corruplible
shall have put on incorruplion,
and tnis mortal shall have put
on /mmortality, then snall &
brougnt Lo Pass the saying that
5 written, Death s swallowed
up n victory. O deainh, where
is thy sting? O grave, whkre is
thy victory ¢ The sting of death
is AN and the strength of SIN
15 the LAW." (T CoR.15:53-56)

“This can be dangerous °
teaching. H's not Sor the
immature. “We have been
called unta libecty only use

not \iberty 3s an cccasian Lo
the flesn but by love secve
one another. " (Gal.5413).

USE YOUR

LABERTY

TO HELP

OTHERS..,
-::,: (') .,.NOT TO
=vx  JNDULGE
T3 NOUR OWN
O VST,

The word s "GROW UP* dont
serve ain any longer. Face your
responsibility.  Only by gving vp
your soulish Ways can vyeo Sind

true ‘\ife .
ae
Jesus provided the way --

now take advantage of it. Foe

what s the good and acceptable
and perfect will of God (he
trans{for mation of our bodies-
Rom, 12:1-2).

We ¢an come into maturity,
We can grow up.  Moet Christigns
can identify at times wrh
Peter Pan,  The prospects of
responsibility and maturity may
be frightening 1o some but its
only in them inat we findg
fuifiiment, purpese and drive
in Wie .
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